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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


Whether there is less iodin in the soil and water in goitre-districts is not 
known. 

Later experiments have shown Baumann that the thymus (of calves) con¬ 
tains a small amount of iodin, an important fact in connection with the 
other, that the use of thymus in some cases of goitre has been followed by a 
diminution in the size of the gland. The use of iodin or iodoform causes 
an increase in the amount of iodin in the thyroid, sometimes as much as 20 
to 30 mg. In the thyroid of a large dog, whose abdomen was repeatedly 
rubbed with iodoform, 48 mg. were found. 


Croupous Pneumonia as a Fatal Complication of Diabetes. Sugar 
in the Sputum. 

Bussenius reports from Senator’s clinic {Berliner klin. Wochcnschrift, 1896, 
No. 14) the case of a woman, aged fifty years, who was found to be diabetic 
in February, 1895, was taken with pneumonia in November, and died on the 
eleventh day. On admission to the hospital the urine was found to contain 
glucose to the amount of 4.2 per cent Sugar was present to the end, varying 
in relative and total amount, but increasing with the final crisis and falling 
just before death. The sputum contained one-fourth of 1 per cent, of sugar. 
This was said by Bienner to be a normal constituent of sputum, a statement 
afterward abandoned. From observations made by Bussenius, the latter 
thinks the small quantities of sugar occasionally found in the sputum of 
non-diabetics may be due to accidental contamination from food. The com¬ 
parative rarity of pneumonia in diabetes appears from the experience of 
Senator, who, out of nearly 700 cases of diabetes, saw only seven cases of 
pneumonia, not counting one case of broncho-pneumonia and five of influ¬ 
enza-pneumonia. In none of these cases did the sugar disappear during the 
febrile period, though in one case it fell from 3.55 to 1.78 per cent. The 
prognosis is always unfavorable. It is impossible to say whether death is 
due to the pneumonia or to coma. 

Symmetrical Gangrene—Death from Apoplexy—Arteriosclerosis. 

Thiersch (Alunchener med. Wochensehrifl, 1895, No. 48) reports the case of 
a man, aged thirty-five years, who for ten years had symmetrical gangrene, 
beginning in the toes. Later, the skin over the feet became livid and discol¬ 
ored. Death took place with symptoms of apoplexy. Autopsy showed hem¬ 
orrhage in the left lateral ventricle and extensive and severe arteriosclerosis. 
The arteries of the legs were especially affected. 


Gliosis in Epilepsy. 

* Bleuler {Munchener med. Wochenechrifl, 1895, No. 33) has found an in¬ 
crease of the neuroglia-fibres in all of twenty-six cases of epilepsy. The 
hypertrophy occupies a position between the pia and the external tangential 
nerve-fibres. All the patients had had severe epileptic imbecility. Control- 
examinations of fifty-four brains, fifty-one from cases of insanity, three from 
persons free from mental symptoms, did not disclose a similar condition. 
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The histological picture was so striking that the sections from epileptic cases 
could easily be recognized. The author does not attempt to prove that the 
gliosis is the cause of the epilepsy, but believes it probable that the enrage 
is at least simultaneous, as it is not more marked in cases of long duration 
than in recent ones. 

Two Gases of Cerebral Spastic Diplegia. 

Oppenheim observed this in a mother, aged thirty-one years, and her 
daughter, ten years. Ever since her childhood, perhaps from birth, the 
mother had motor disturbances in the muscles of the body, extremities, face, 
tongue, palate, pharynx, and larynx. The condition was one of paresis or 
paralysis, with spasms and athetosis. The intellect was well preserved, bnt 
the patient waa perfectly dumb. The motiona of crying and laughing were 
preserved The expression was somewhat drawn; trismus was permanent; 
the muscles of the face moved with difficulty or sometimes involuntarily; 
motion of the tongue was difficult. There were distinct athetosis of the hands 
and spastic paralysis of the feet * 

The daughter was able to speak only for the last year, and then with diffi¬ 
culty, but otherwise was in much the same condition as the mother. The 
spastic condition of the legs was not so marked, bnt there were the same facial 
expression, trismus, and difficulty of swallowing and chewing .—Berliner klm. 
Wochemchrift, 1895, No. 34. 

Cerebral Hemorrhage in Whooping-cough. 

Oppenheim reports the following rare case: A lad of eight years sud¬ 
denly became unconscious while sick with whooping-cough. At first there 
were no local symptoms. Later, the previous agitation subsided, complete 
somnolence followed. Gradually spasms began in the right side of the face, 
and extended over the whole right side. The convulsions came on in par¬ 
oxysms, following closely after attacks of coughing. After three days the 
attacks became less frequent and severe. Paralysis of the right arm and leg, 
with absent reflexes on that side, then developed. On the sixth day the in¬ 
tellect began to clear up, though aphasia persisted until the tenth day. By 
the end of three weeks recovery was complete. 

It appeared that the boy was in the habit of closing the mouth and nose 
at the beginning of a coughing-paroxysm, and to make strong expiratory 
efforts, in order to check the cough. It can hardly be doubted that this 
assisted in the production of a hemorrhage in the left hemisphere, as Oppen¬ 
heim supposed .—Deutsche Tried. Wochenichrift , 1896, No. 17. 

Diphtheria and Antitoxin. 

The Metropolitan Asylums Board of London has recently issued a statis¬ 
tical report on the use of antitoxin in diphtheria, as observed in six fever 
hospitals during 1895. 

The statistics are based on a comparison with cases treated during 1894, 
when no antitoxin was used, this year being chosen on account of the fact 
that the mortality was exceptionally low at that time. 



